ST MONANS AND ABERCROMBIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the St Monans and Abercrombie Community Council
held on Monday, 21 June 2021, at 7.30 pm by video conference

Present:
V Salvage (Vice Chair) S Bridges (Secretary) W Morris (Treasurer)
M Ashworth M Syme H Ironside
S Collier B Buchan Clir Holt
Clir Docherty N Cowie (co-opted)

Apologies: ClIr Porteous
Members of the public: 11

1. Welcome and apologies

No declarations of interest were noted at the beginning of the meeting and the
Secretary confirmed the meeting was quorate.

2. The Community Larder project presentation
Mrs Salvage invited Rev Hugh Wallace to provide an update on progress with the St
Monans Community Larder scheme. A summary of this report is attached as an
appendix to these minutes.

3. iMinuies of previous meeting and matters arising.

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 May 2021, were taken as read. Under
matters arising:

3.1 Latk ol fairs within 3t ivionans Cemeiery

Cllr Docherty confirmed that Fife Council has identified cemetery funding and plans
are being developed to extend cemetery capacity throughout Fife. More details to

follow. Clir Docherty

3.2 Water supply at St Monans Cemetery

Clir Docherty and Mrs Salvage are still waiting for a response from Fife Council Clir
(Bereavement Services) concerning the reconnection of a water supply at 3‘;‘3?9“‘”
Alvage

St iviviiaiis ceineteny.

33 SNP party manifesto commitment to fund play parks

Cllr Docherty said he received information about the Scottish governments proposal
10 TUid GULUOGI Playpains - appioA. LOU i 1o UE WISLIDULED ainoiig the 32 1ocal

authorities. The local authorities would, in turn, be responsible for determining how
the monies would be distributed. Clir Docherty also noted that Fife Council had
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distributed £320,000 as part of the outdoor community play fund as part of the
wider national play strategy. This was not the same as the money announced by the
Scottish government. In response to a question from a member of the public, Clir
Docherty noted that there were 430 playparks in Fife alone but couldn’t answer
how much would be imade available to the coimimunity as clearly at this point, Fife
Council had not made any decision on how this additional money would be
allocated.

3.4. ‘Welcome to St Monans’ pack

Mr Collier reported that the new sections were being added to the document and S Collier
he had been in discussion with Victoria Riding from the parish church regarding '
additional content.

ar
Dad

Clir Holt has now circulated the report by Fife Council on its rewilding proposals to
the Community Councillors. Clir Holt reminded the meeting that the Community
Council needed to provide Fife Council with a list of areas that should not be

T P e
oTwilucu.

Mr Collier confirmed that he had emailed the Community Council members to
confirm that Fife Council had agreed to reverse re-wilding in areas of the village that
the community deemed necessary. The meeting agreed to his suggestion that any

~Avas ~d £m Akl Yo vamrankinm am

ailca 'u.)cu IUI Ll.llllllll-llllkyI ’JUDPUJCJ, \.llll\.llcll 2 I Cuicauviuvii aud tuun Ialll IJ.) UUC” a-}
areas that may present a danger to residents and visitors should not be subject to
rewilding. He suggested the following area for a return to maintenance:

- The Mair

Tha nlav mavl b Mauiavl, Chrant
1€ piay park oy Newark Street

- The play park by the old railway line
- The flat grassland leading from the Rose Street Car Park towards the
Windmill
- The Salt Pans area
The area adjacent to the Burn from the Church car
Mr Collier concluded by reminding the meeting that the community did want
rewilding, but it had to be sensibly located and the need for local knowledge in
relation to where these areas should be sited, was crucial. In response to a question
from Mr Buchan, Mr Collier said he was planning to rework the proposed rewilding
map of the area and redistribute it to Community Council members and submit a
copy to officials at Fife Council.

There being no other comments, Mrs Syme proposed (Mr Morris supported) that

the minutac he adontad This wag annroved
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4.

Acting Chair’s report
41 Right of way route (Braehead/Station Road)

Miis Salvage advised the imeeting of the ongoing discussions with Fife Council’s
Access Officer regarding the right of way from Braehead to Station Road. Mrs
Salvage provided some historical background to the pathway. The route was known
as ‘Takin’ the Back Brae’ right up until around the 1930’s. For several hundred years,
St Monans fishermen had to dry their nets to stop them rotting before they were
repaired and stored at the chainge of seasoiis - when the fishing nets changed foi
spring/summer and autumn/winter. The nets belonging to ‘West the Toun’
fishermen were brought up the Broad Wynd and by Takin’ the Back Brae to the
Brae-head where the nets were dried. (The ‘East the toun’ nets were dried up on
the Mair.)

The right of way appears to have been undermined by years of neglect and poor
maintenance by Fife Council and of being undermined by previous building work in
or around 2009. She noted that she had a letter from Fife Council going back to that
year, where Council officials had given an undertaking to keep monitoring the land

P

dlld I.dl\c IICLCS.‘SGI y CIIIUILCHII:III. acuion o I“dllll.ﬂlll tllt: IUULC UHlUl Lulldtcly, I.III:
never materialised and the community was now looking at the probability of having
to securely close off the route at both ends, due to legitimate health and safety
concerns.

AAe Do mfivmamd tlamd Cifm Carimai il bhand aduicad $hat #ha varma A A
ivii i |u5ca confirmed that Fife Council had advised that the |cpau costs wouid oe

considerable as it would require significant structural work, including drainage and
retaining walls. He was also advised by the Access Officer that Fife Council had been
unable to find the original owner of the land. The neighbour of the adjacent garden
had also failed to track down an owner. However, regardless of who owned the

lamAd Cifa Catimeil camfivima ad $had o A~ rAdid nat b -1
i, 1 o L-Uullhll L-UIIIIINICU Luiau Bll,‘ IQH\JUU\'IICI i IIUI. IIGUC (JllyI ll:sﬂi

responsibility to repair the damaged land. He was also advised by Fife Council that it
would take 20 years of non-use for the right of way to be permanently lost.

Mrs Salvage concluded that she hoped to see what funding was available to repair

and eafahs re-gnen f'-ur rnlﬂ-n f‘”v‘ Narharkyg rnnﬂari‘aﬁl that cha annraach Crntrich
i hlul\.ll ] P 1 el il I.’ 55 et bl LT D uP.Jl A Jﬁ\-‘iﬁ‘d i

Natural Heritage (using their Nature Scot website) to see what grants were available
for such a project. The meeting reluctantly agreed with Mr Colliers observation that
it made sense to make the route safe and secure meantime and to work on a plan
to repair the right of way.

4.2  Co-option of Mr Norman Cowie onto the Community Council

Mrs Salvage then proposed (Mr Bridges supported) that Mr Norman Cowie, in his
capacity as Senior Manager at the ENeRGlI charity, be appointed as a co-opted (and

nnn-unhnu\ member of the (‘nmmnnlhr Council The monhng voted and :\grnnrl to

this appointment with only one dtssent.
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Mr Cowie then provided a brief introduction about himself and the work of the
ENeRGlI charity. He noted that a considerable amount of work was spent on people
with mental health, drug and alcohol dependency issues; the work of the drop-in
centre (currently closed due to Covid restrictions) and the cause for concern of drug
dependeicy issues here in 5t Monais. He aiso promoted both the Mein's and
Women'’s befriending service organised by ENeRGI.

Clir Holt suggested that the drop-in centre should now be open and asked Mr Cowie
to get in touch with her to discuss this further.

She also advised that in connection with recent drug related incidents, Fife Council
was aware of the current increasing problems and had started looking for funding
to replace the community worker role previously undertaken by Sonja Potjewijd.

Also noted responsibility for the Braid Court Action Group had been taken over by

o R S [y P T |

Secretary’s Report

It is hoped that the next meeting of the Community Council would be a public facing

............ =T o
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restrictions). He also noted that the Community police team had written to advise
that they would be willing to attend the next public meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

An outstanding invoice to Pathhead nurseries had now been paid. Otherwise, it was
noted that there was no movement in the accounts for the previous month.

Members Reports

i.  Planning matters: Mrs Syme noted there was nothing of significant concern
in any planning applications submitted for the previous month.

ii. Community support initiatives: Mr Collier's reported that anti-social

Ho'n-uunnr had l-u:cnﬁ rar-r\rrlnrl im and -u-runni-i C-u-+ C#rnnl- Cnma novr r‘rvlnr
MAad i i U M L R N W e FhIN LIS WY 6

were appearing within the village and there had been an increase in drug
dealing activity. He was saddened to report that there had been one drug
related death reported in the last few weeks. In addition, two further
incidents had been reported to him concerning the activities of drug addicts

—pne hn!ng ceen fn,nna to hafriend children arou ind the nl:up:rb and

nursery areas. A spent needle had also been found on the long grass at the
Mair. All incidents had been reported to the police by Mr Collier. But rather
disappointingly, some of these incidents had not been reported by other
members of the public or nursery staff who had witnessed the incidents.

Aaain tha Cammiinitv Canincil niraad racidante ta ranart svars inridant and
Again, the Community Councit urged resigents 1o report every incident and
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suspicion immediately to the police. The incident had also been reported to
the local Head teacher, who has responsibility for the nursery.

ii. New Children’s playpark at the Mair: Mrs Ironside provided a brief update
oi progress with plains to cieaie a new playpaik within 5t Monans:

- Bowhouse have confirmed availability for the committee to fundraise at
their 11/12 July weekend market (and not June as advised at the previous
meeting)

- Falkland Performance & Auto Centre had very kindly donated £500 towards
the funding.

- Members of the committee had met again with lain Wilson (Parks
Development Officer at Fife Council) to complete a final site visit and discuss
next steps. Subject to confirmation of a significant donation, the committee
believed it was ready to commence the work over the summer. lain Wilson
has SUEEESLcd that it will take at least ten weeks from ordering the
equipment to having it available for installation. It was therefore important
that the existing equipment was not removed too early over the summer
period.

- A new QR code has been activated with PayPal to allow donations to be

S o |
P GVIGEQ Clﬂbu UIII‘.GHV

- Local businesses have been approached for donations.

iv. Beach clean day -27 June: Mrs Ashworth was pleased to report that
Fife Council had now relented and will allow 32 adults to collect rubbish at
the annual beach clean event. Covid secure airangementsare in f‘.uECE Kick-
off is at 11am.

Councillor Updates

- rharkiiwiae nlascad 4 renort that thavra wine ma o mbhana nimmabhar availabhla far
el UU\".C' \-y Vwao '.HCGJCU L cPUl 9 I.IIQL LIICI C vwao iliv a Fl.ullc Hidilniwel uvulluun: i

residents to call to book a time for an appointment for the Pittenweem recycling
centre booking service. The number is 03451 55 55 50. Clir Docherty suggested that
further announcements regarding recycling centres were about to be proposed at
the next subcommittee of Fife Council. Clir Holt expressed her disappointment

qhnn tha Ananine Caninecil cammitmant +a anlina hanlinoe Ch had r-vn-ﬂ-nfl a
ML L U..B\J“ I& Ml I AR I R AW e HU\JI\!IIEJ l|\.- II“U LS

public petition on Change.org and so far, had collected 2,400 signatures to object to
online collections. She also noted that the Fife Courier had followed up on this
story. It was also pointed out that the company which owns the Fife recycling
centres is an ‘arms-length’ company and had recommended the continuation of the

online hooking suctem and that Fifa Council had endaorced their racommeandation,
LR - h‘uul\ill ,\-l‘- Nl A B Bl B IRAA T IV S L e i e e L

Mr Bridges read out ClIr Porteous’ report:
- As summer holiday start, both parents and careers of school children should
remind children of the dangers of farming equipment and construction

anuinment around the \ull:anc
equinnl
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- Many will have seen the excellent article in the Courier magazine regarding
Sea pools. Fife Council will be visiting the St Moans Sea pool with Clir
Porteous in approximately three weeks’ time

- Following a recent North East Fife Area meeting, Fife Council had agreed to
produce a pubiic briefing note on the iimplications of the East Neuk and
Landward becoming the next national park in Scotland.

9, Public Questions

i.  ‘Secretary’s email correspondence: A resident opened his remarks by
stating that he had been personally responsible for organising the cutting
of the grass on the Mair and despite being asked not to do so by Council
unu.nal:x, he had gane ahead to pu:nuvc feedback from local residents. He
then stated that through his communications with Fife Council, he was
aware that a meeting was to take place between Fife Council and
community representatives to discuss the rewilding concerns and that in
email correspondence between the Community Council the eIected
resident) from attending this meeting. Citing that he had “been defamed”,
he demanded to know what right the Secretary had to prevent him from

attending this meeting.

t een made aware of
the email correspondence given its limited circulation, but pointed out that
it was a proposed private meeting arranged for local Councillors and
Community Councillor’s as elected representatives of the community. He
reminded the resident that he was not a representative of any community

mrmiim amA matad thatk natk Aavian tha Chaiv Aafdlha Dacidantse Acemniatiam bhad
Sl Uu}l Qi '.ULCU Liiau l‘UL ‘;'cll \.Il: \.-Ilull i LII‘: I\CJIUCIILJ MIIVGIQLUIVIL Hi1Iau

been invited to this meeting.

Clir Holt stated that Mr Bridges was being disingenuous and that he had
implied the resident was a rabble rouser and trouble maker in the email

nvr-h-snnnc and that cha l"IAH + halu:nu: |+ fair that Cammimitg f‘nl imeillare
Mf\‘vllulla il LU L i il v W I il sl "Ulll.lluii‘b il 2

were doing this. She was disturbed about the content of the emails as it
had caused her a lot of trouble with Council officials. She also stated that
the resident could ask for copies of the correspondence to be made
available as a subject access request to the Community Council.

Mr Bridges disagreed with Clir Holt’s accusations and expressed
disappointment in Clir Holt not raising any concerns directly with either
himself or the Chair at the time of the email exchange, relying instead on
raising it at the public meeting. At this point, the Chair agreed that this
matter should he taken out of the public meeting and moved to the next

question.
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iii.

Gourley Crescent parking: Mr Buchan raised a concern about dangerous
parking in the corner of Gourlay Crescent. Clir Docherty agreed to follow
this up.

Mr Buchan also reported a car in the lock up area at Inverie Street and

Queen Margaret St which was believed to be abandoned as the owner has
permanently left St Monans.

e Street Sniine’: Mi Buchai also noted what he considered the uegil'u'iinga

of a shrine in a garden on Castle Street. However, a resident respectfully

suggested that this was not the case and invited Mr Buchan to go round and B Buchan
take a closer look at the items on the garden.

B e T <) wamtid nwmdo walond Frnnln mminmnime Al n e e a .

LULHUy nuun:S dl:'V’t'lUPHH‘.’HI. I WO It:bldl:llkb |c.uoc:u II C)h LUIILCI iis ﬂquL I.Ul..llﬂy
Homes lack of engagement with the community with documented disruptions
(trees and shrubbery being ripped out on land outwith the development site,
dumping of rubbish in front of the nearby play park etc) being reported but not
actioned Mr Bridges mentioned that the Community Council had formally
works, but had not received any response. It was also noted that Clir Porteous
had been trying to approach the senior executive of the company as well. One
resident asked for the Community Council to publicise this lack of engagement
with the local press. The other noted the photographs she had taken as

sidamen Aafl arkhav Llamaas itmvrancamalla bnl--u.:.....-
EVIGENCE OF LOOnay niGiNESs Unr€asiinao: ohniaviour.

S Salvage/

It was agreed that Mr Morris and Mrs Salvage would visit the site and try and W Morris

seek a meeting with local foreman to express resident concerns.

AMve Cunmnm alem acliad that Me AMMAavric raica tha maatbar af manar draiinacs and
IVIID DYIIC diolU donTU LIIdL vl IVIVI D i dialT LT 1THIgLLti Ui pulUil Uidilidgc aiiu a

sudden and unexplainable level of excess grey water appearing at the back of
Newark Street. It was noted that inadequate drainage had been an issue raised
at the planning stage and perhaps it was a connected issue.

n
s

Vacancy on Community Council: Mrs Salvage noted the vacancy and asked
for members of the community to consider standing as Community

Councillors. Interested candidates can submit their names to Mrs Salvage or
Nr D.ﬂrldnc fnnnfhar with a chort docrrlnhnn of the candidate frp:v EN

pva PG

words please) before 12 noon on Monday 16 August. Candidates could also
address the meeting if they wished. A secret ballot would then be taken at
the meeting by the Community Councillors

Ahercromhis nnd Stenton richt of wiov, Mre Achworth noted that fhn |nr-:l
Adercromale ana stenion ngnht of wWay.
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farmer used to cut the grass along this right of way and asked whether Fife
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Council would now take this task on. Clir Docherty suggested contacting
Scott Clelland at Environment Services. However, Mr Morris also offered to
come up with his strimmer and complete the job himself.

- A
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The next meeting of the Community Council will be on Monday 16 August 2021 at
7.30pm. Hopefully this will be a face-to- face meeting. Details will be publicised on
the Community website and on social media.

There being no other business, Mrs Salvage closed the meeting.
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